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NCT, with industry partners, 
has developed a market-based, 
internationally endorsed standard 
that is more relevant to South African 
plantation forestry particularly for 
small-scale operations and is ready to 
roll this out to members.

What is PEFC and SAFAS? The Programme 
for Endorsement of Forest Certification 
Systems (PEFC) is a global organization that 
endorses local standards, developed according 
to internationally accepted procedures. The 
PEFC is the certification system with the largest 
forest area certified on the planet.

The Sustainable African Assurance Scheme 
(SAFAS) is a non-profit organization that 
developed and now manages the local PEFC 
standard. The SAFAS standard is designed 
to accommodate all scales of plantations 
in Southern Africa and is relevant to local 
legislation and the SA forestry industry. 
Plantations certified against this standard can 
market timber using the PEFC logo.

Why get plantations certified? Due to an 
increasing awareness of the importance of 
protecting forests and woodlands, consumers 
of wood-based products are demanding that 
the raw material used in these products is 
sourced from sustainably managed forests. 
The majority of NCT customers (local and 
international) require certified wood, this 
means that NCT members who certify their 
plantations will get better market access and 
a higher price for their timber. 

Getting your plantations certified will 
ensure legal compliance. The management 
system provides guidance and templates that 
allow a forester (farmers) to demonstrate that 
operations comply with local environmental, 
safety, labour and forestry laws. The SAFAS 
system is also designed to help foresters 
to improve their plantation management 
practices and productivity.

Craig Norris  –  NCT’s Forest Technology Manager
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. . . against the SAFAS (PEFC) Standard

A.  Registration

1. Contact your NCT district office and they will 
send a web link to you and a user guide

2. Visit this web link which will take you to the VBP 
member registration screen to complete a short 
registration form.

3. Once registered, you will be redirected to the 
VBP system main page where you will click on 
the Assessments tab.

B.  Complete The Risk Survey

1. Click on Add New Assessment.

2. Your risk survey will now be generated and 
ready for you to complete. Answer the questions 
using the drop-down menus provided. Submit 
the completed survey.

3. Once registered on the VBP, you may access 
your assessments at any time to view progress 
or to continue completing the survey. 

4. Once you have completed your survey, click the 
Submit for Assessment. 

C.  Second party assessment and reporting

1. Your NCT forester will review and confirm your 
responses to the risk survey.

2. A risk report including any findings will be 
emailed to you. You can also view your report 
with the supporting information on the platform. 

3. If you wish to correct any information or 
challenge the findings, contact your NCT 
forester. 

4. Once you have accepted the report, you can 
begin to address the findings. Major findings 
and pre-conditions must be addressed before 
you can be certified. Minor findings can be 
addressed after certification and need to be 
closed out before you next annual surveillance. 
The on-line management system will provide 
all necessary information and templates to help 
you close out findings.

5. The member services forester may have to visit 
your farm to assess certain aspects. 

6. Once all outstanding issues have been addressed, 
your operation can be certified and thus qualify 
for a price premium for timber supplied through 
NCT.

How do I get my farm PEFC certified?

NCT is using a web-based system (VBP) for a more efficient and user-friendly certification 
process. The following needs to be implemented to achieve certification:


